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almost fainting from want. After vanquishing the en-
emy he returned home, covered with glory and wounds,
and more than ever beloved by his countrymen, and is
now without any comparison the most popular and re-
spected member from Kentucky. Mr. Clay would stand
no chance if opposed to him. He is a man of domestic
habits and disposition, and his mild and amiable dis-
position was not altered by a short campaign. Last
winter when he defended the widow and the orphan's
cause (in the case of Mrs. Hamilton)1 as pathetically
as eloquently, there was scarcely a dry eye in the house.
His eloquence is not that of imagination, but of the
heart. His mind is not highly cultivated, or rather I
should say his taste. He has always been too much a
man of business to have much time for reading. He
is one of the leading men in Congress, and therefore on
a number of committees. He might have been quite a
fashionable man, as he is always invited to parties. But
he preferred home and is plain in dress and manners. I
should not so warmly have vindicated a favorite, but that
I shrewdly suspect he is a great admirer of your daughter.
And I most sincerely believe, if she wished it, she might
convert him into your son. He was here all last evening
and hung or if you please sat enamour'd by her while she
play'd and sung. But Mary does not much fancy him.
She thinks him too much too old (he is about 40), then
he wants grace, polish and a fashionable [torn out] and
above all he lives in Kentucky. Now I think the last is
the only objection, in all other respects, (as far as I now
know) for my own part I should like him for a son.
But Mary only laughs at all I can say, and like other
young girls thinks she has the world before her to choose

1 Johnson advocated the bills for relief of widows of Revolutionary sol-
diers in several impassioned speeches.of the English came to him for   *    |
